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Speaker Appoints Istook to National Drug Task Force 
Istook Leads Washington Efforts to Aid Oklahoma Anti-Drug Cause 

 
Washington, D.C. –Speaker of the House Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.) has named Congressman Ernest 
Istook (R-OK) to his Drug Free Task Force, giving Istook an even-more influential position to 
affect U.S. anti-drug policy, and in particular to aid Oklahoma’s local fight against 
methamphetamine trafficking. 
 
As the chairman of the Treasury, Postal, and General Government Appropriations 
Subcommittee, Istook already oversees over $2 billion in federal counter-drug spending.  As the 
only Oklahoma member on the task force, Istook will now join other Republican members in 
advising the Speaker and the House of Representatives on major drug policy issues and 
advocating common sense legislative solutions to tackle the nation’s illegal drug problem. 
Former Speaker Newt Gingrich began the task force in 1998. It meets about twice a month. 
 
“Unfortunately, increased drug trafficking is a reality in Oklahoma,” said Istook. 
“However, the cause is not lost, and I welcome every opportunity to focus attention and 
resources on combating drugs nationally and in Oklahoma.” 
 
Istook says one of his first efforts will be meeting with Oklahoma law enforcement and 
prosecutors for their input.  Istook’s placement on the task force follows his recent initiative to 
classify some Oklahoma counties as “high-intensity drug trafficking areas,” due to increased 
methamphetamine use, a designation which will qualify them for greater federal assistance and 
coordination.  
 
According to the Drug Enforcement Administration, only three other states had more clandestine 
meth lab seizures in 1999 than Oklahoma. A 1999 state study also revealed that total 
methamphetamine use in Oklahoma was 42 percent higher than the national average and 80 
percent higher among ages 26-34. 
 
Istook used his position as subcommittee chairman to recommend Oklahoma for the HIDTA 
distinction, which will allow more federal drug enforcement funds to be spent in the state. It also 
increases coordination between local, state and federal law enforcement agencies through 
cooperative investigations, information/intelligence sharing and joint operations. 
 
“As recognized leaders, the Members of the Speaker's Task Force were hand-selected to 
advise me on national drug policy and to help lead a new crusade against the scourge of 
illegal drugs for the sake of our kids and all Americans,” said Speaker Hastert. 
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